
Indian River School District 

Possible Enrollment Solutions 

1. Convert John M. Clayton Elementary to a 9th grade district-wide academy.  Relocate 

the JMC students to the G.W. Carver building. 

 

Pros 

 Between 700 – 760 9th grade students would be removed from two high schools 

to attend the academy (450 – 500 from SCHS and 200-250 from IRHS). 

 The JMC building was once a high school so additional space in the gym and shop 

area are conducive to secondary programs. 

Cons 

 Transportation will need to be designed to get all ninth graders from our entire 

district to this one location. 

 Length of school day will need to be structured so that the students can return 

to their home schools for extra-curricular activities. 

 District would need to design the building to accommodate both pathway and 

science lab programs. 

 Teachers, support staff, and administration will have to be moved from existing 

schools. 

 Does not help the overcrowding at the elementary and middle school levels. 

 G.W. Carver cafeteria will require an additional serving line. 

 

2. Convert the G.W. Carver building to a STEM magnet school for grades K-12. 

 

Pros 

 Provides a school in the southern part of the state that would be somewhat 

comparable to the Wilmington Charter School. 

 Student from all levels (elementary, middle and high school) will be moved from 

other district schools. 

Cons 

 Transportation will have to be designed to transport students from our entire 

district. 

 Current district schools may lose top students. 

 Teachers, support staff, and administration will have to be moved from existing 

schools. 

 Secondary enrollment growth will take time so there will be a minimal impact in 

reducing current high and middle school enrollments. 

 G.W. Carver cafeteria will require an additional serving line. 

 



3. Expand the Southern Delaware School of the Arts to a K-12 school. 

 

Pros 

 Current SDSA students will be able to complete their school experience through 

high school. 

 Creates a southern area school that would be comparable to Cab Calloway. 

 Decreases the number of students who will attend SCHS and IRHS. 

 Transportation is already in place. 

Cons 

 Current IREC facility will have to be relocated to make room for the addition of 

grades 9-12. 

 Minimal impact on reducing the enrollment at SCHS since this would reduce 

enrollments by approximately 200 students total at both high schools. 

 District would need to design the building to accommodate both pathway and 

science lab programs. 

 

4. Review and submit a Certificate of Necessity for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

Pros 

 Alleviates crowding at all three levels (elementary, middle and high). 

 Provides sufficient space at all district schools for next 8 – 10 years. 

Cons 

 The CN may not be approved at the state level due to increased number of major 

capital requests. 

 Referendum has already failed twice and will continue to be difficult to pass. 

 

5. Continue to add portable classroom units. 

 

Pros 

 Provides additional classroom space at schools that are over capacity. 

Cons 

 Rental costs for portables are based on a 5-year lease plan and can be expensive. 

 Must still obtain permits from local municipalities, county and state. 

 Does not provide additional space to common areas such as the cafeteria, 

auditorium, gym or hallways. 

 Portable spaces do not work for major CTE courses and/or science labs. 

 Very difficult to maintain adequate safety measures. 

 Students and staff are exposed to weather during change of classes. 

 



6. Consider a study to look at re-districting the current attendance area boundaries. 

 

Pros 

 Reduces the enrollment at some schools that are over capacity. 

Cons 

 Transportation would need to be re-designed. 

 Not enough available space in the southern secondary schools to accommodate 

adding students. 

 Cost of Transportation will increase. 

 

 

 

 

 


